NJPE Vol. 4, No. 1 & 2, 2010

TERRORISM AND NIGERIA’S |
INTERNATIONAL IMAGE: AN APPRAISAL' |
James E. Agena Ph.D

ABSTRACT : ‘
The state of terrorist actzvztzes in Nigeria today is unprecedented. xmd .most
worrisome. The frequency of the activities of terrorist groups in the country andthe
observed helplessness of government in the face of these violent attacks has led to the loss
of unquantified lives and properties of Nigerians. This study interrogates the activities of
terrorist groups and its impact on the international image of the country. The paper will
attempt to establish whether foreign direct investment and Nigeria’s good international
image are being hampered as a consequence of the current high wave of security
challenges in the country. The paper adopted the conspiracy theory as its theoretical
perspective while data were collected through the secondary sources. The paper argued
that the low level of foreign direct investment and the declining international jmage of
Nigeria and more importantly the great apprehension and state of fear among the citizens
are the direct consequences of terrorism in the country. The paper. however
recommended that government should demonstrate more political will by -the way. of
engaging those involved in these heinous acts in a dialogue in addition to the military
option which the government is presently executing. There is the dire need: for the.
convening of a Sovereign National Conference to further discuss the Nigerian federation.

Introducticn : L

Terrorism or the activities of terrorist organizations are not novel and has .
continued to occupy global discourse with major attention being centered |on the best
ways to arrest their violent activities and make the world a peaceful.iand:serene
environment to inhabit. Today terrorist insurgencies are experienced in almdst all puts A
of the world that even the developed countries of Europe are not spared. .

However, as terrorism continues to grow and get more sophlstlcated, van’ou& ‘
governments have equally developed means and strategies aimed at combating their
nefarious activities. The dangerous and unbecoming activities of terrorist organizati
came into stronger limelight with the September 11, 2001 bombing of Pentagon and the
World Trade Centre in United States of America. This impact of the terrorists on: the -
United States sent shock waves to other countries of the world and brought-to: light: ¢he-
vulnerability of every state to terrorist acts. The high level of security in-the United .
States seen as one of the most secured countries in the world has made many apinion
leaders and scholars to contend that the ease with which the World Trade Centre and
Pentagon were bombed had domestic assistance from United States citizens.

This is fundamentally the position of the “Truth Movement” in the United Stws
According to Alan (2006:24): : 2
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Insiders within the Unitgd States government were directly responsible for the September
11, attacb as they were planned and ;xecuted in order to provide the United States
with fl ﬁ fng to war in the Middle East and by extension, as a means of
consoltdatmg and extending the power of Bush's administration and justification for
more wide spread abuses of civil liberties and to invade Afghanistan and Iraq to ensure
Sfuture supplies of oil.

However, whatever the position of the “Truth Organization”, the fact remains that
terrorists.can: suike‘anywhere anytune nbththstandmg whether there is conspiracy from
ms:dms ornot.

\Nigem\, the mcldence of terrorism is not of a recent origin as its etymology can
be tnced to thié era of colonialism where most Africans in a bid to resist the taking over
of their land by the inpertalist embarked on various forms of terrorist activities but all
these were quelled due-principally to the superior fire power of the imperialist. Though
acts. of aggrassion: ‘agninst the colonial masters as a consequence of maltreatment of
African did not abate but they Were too ms:gmﬁcant to make any impact on the colonial
govemment SR

. iProsent day terrorism in Nigeria is oﬁen ascribed to the agltatnon of the people of
>Nige! Delta: region of ngcna over the disproportionate sharing of resources accruing

from the oil Wwealth found in their area. However, there are variants of opinion among

“ scholars and opihion feaders on whether the agitations of the people of the Niger Delta
region of Nigeria should be regarded as terrorism. To Dandurand (2009) the usage of the
coricept of terrorism has been severely abused by most Nigerians as even politicians and
political effice Holders brand members of the opposition as terrorist”. This according to
him is a disturbing phenomenon in our body politic. Nwokedi (2010) however justified
the brandmg of the nger Delta mlhtants as a terrorist orgamzatlon when he stated inter-
alia
Tka agimm of the people of the Niger Delta for a fair share of the resources
Jfrom: thelr:ared acefuing to° government is a legitimate demand but one wonders a
development ‘where they: abandoned all available genuine means to actualizing this
demand and took up -arms against the state and in addition engaged in pipeline
vﬂndalizaﬁmfmdmpping which are terrorist acts.

- The-controversy” arising’ ffom the conceptualization of -Nigerian terrorism
not!mthst!ndmg, the acts of terrorism amongst Nigerians came to hme(hght and catching
grestér international attenition with the attempted bombing of a Detroit bound United

_ States airline-on 25" December, 2009 by a Nigerian al-Qdeda’ lmked terrorist Faruk
Abdul Mutalal. This unforteinate mctdenée accelerated Nigeria’s hsting among terrorist
countmes by the United States govermment to the detriment of het'intermational image.

' 'The internétiohal miage of Nigeria has over the years been on steady decline due
prmcmally to a-plethora of vices such as drug trafficking, advarice fee fraud (419),
corruption and the obvious unbecoming behavior among ngenans "This has made
Nigerians to: be the:subject of attacks and dehumamzmg treatment anywhere in the world
as they are usually seen as security and economic risk. While the counh'y was busy
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battling to have a way out of salvaging her worst ever international i xmage, thé elﬂmts of
25" December 2009 in which a Nigerian attempted to detonate bomb in an American
bound airline brought the country into another dilemma i in the lntematlonal arena as shej _
was thereafter listed among terrorist nations. = -
The government of Nigeria put up a spirited fight to ensure the dehstmg of
Nigeria as a terrorist nation but hardly had United States cleared the country from her -
terrorist list than the country started experiencing the worst activities of a terronstk;
religious sect, “the Boko Haram”. The group which has no major agenda to pursue other
than the Islaminzation of the northern part of the country and the fact that westemj'
education to them was evil and should be discarded had thrown the administration of
Goodluck Jonathan into the worst security challenges ever experienced in the hlstory of
the country. The president himself corroborated this position when he stated dittmg his
visit to the site of the Madala December 25™ bombing that the security challenges posed
by the dreaded Boko Haram was worse than the 1967 Nigerian civil war as m the preSeht :
situation the enemies are unknown. )
The spate of bombings, killing and destruction of lives and propertles of the
Nigerian people by this sect has heightened tension in the country and also causing more
damage to an already battered Nigerian international image. The terrorist activities of the
Islamic sect “Boko Haram” ﬁghtmg for the Islamization of northern Nigeria have placed
Nigeria as a terrorist country in the global stage. This development has increased the '
hatred Nigeria and Nigerians have around the world. It has prevented genuine fOrelgn
investors from coming to do business in the country because of security challenges o

THEORETICAL EXPLICATION
The subject matter of terrorism is very topical in contemporary global dlscourse :
and as a consequence scholars have propounded a lot of theories designed to explaln the
concept of terrorism. This development is not unusual taking cognizance of the fact that ,
phenomenon in the social sciences is given to variety of definitions and mterpretatlons
An in-depth analysis and understanding of the phenomenon of terrorism clearly,
indicates that terrorists can instill fear, destroy and kill and in so many cases with the .
objective of bringing down regimes. As an objective reaction to this, the subject matter
of terrorism can be located within the “conspiracy theory” of politics and to that extent,, B
this paper tends to utilize this theory in making a comprehensive analysis of terronsm and N
the impact it has created to Nigeria’s international image. N
' 'The conspiracy theory boldly explains events as being the result of an alleged plot }f
by a convert group or organization or, more, broadly, the idea that important, polmcal 3
social or economic events are the products of secret plots that are largely unknown to the
general public. To Adewale (2009:12):
Conspiracy theory is ﬁ'equently used by scholars and in popular political cuIture
to identify secret military, banking, or political actions ‘aimed at “stealing” power, money
or freedom from thé p?bpie. "The theory is based on the notion that complex plots are put
into motion by powerful sikdden forces. '
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. Several sc}mlars have written extensively on the concept. For Bakun (2003)
consplracy theoty is a belief which explains an event as the result of a secret plot by
exceptxonplly ppwerful and cunning consplrators to achieve a malevolent end”. He went
er to assert that the appeal of conspiracism. is threefold. First, conspiracy theories
claim to pxplam what institutional analysis cannot. They appear to make sense out of a
world is othcrwxse confusing. Second, they do so in an appealing simple way, by
dividing the world sharply between the forces of light and the forces of darkness. They
trace al] qvll back to a single sources, the conspirators and their agents. Third, conspiracy
theones are Qﬁen presented as special secret knowledge unknown or unappreciated by
others. Egr congpiracy theorists, the masses are brainwashed into believing the actions
uqdertak " by, the conspirators while the conspirators congratulate themselves on
penet:an%g the people though by deceptions. (Fenser, 1999:36)

B,akun in a bid to substantially make. further explanatxons on the concept of
ccmsglracy theory listed three types of conspiracy theories in an ascending order of
breadth and they include: event conspiracy theories, which essentially have to do with
limited, discrete event or set of events. Here the conspiratorial forces are alleged to have
focused tpelr energies on a limited, well defined objective; systemic conspiracy theories
which is a development where the conspiracy is believed to have broad goals, usually
concelved as securing control of a country, region or even the entire world and the goals
are swegping; and lastly the super-conspiracy theories which is a case where multlple
'conspu'ages are believed to be linked together hierarchically. In the super-consplracy,
event and systenuc conspiracy theories are joined in complex ways, so that conspiracies
come to be rested together. At the summit of conspiratorial hierarchy is a distant but all
powerful evil force manipulating lesser conspiratorial actors

The application of consplracy theory is very apt in understanding and appreciating
the exxs’tence of terrorism in Nigeria’s body politic. The import of this position is
anchored on the fact that in Nigeria today, there exist the activities of many convert
groups or orgamzatxons that had not only led to declining economic fortunes of the
country. i)ut has also led to loss of many innocent lives. For instance, at the early period
of agitation by people of the nger Delta over a fair share of the resources in their area, .
they started with a protest as a way of making their positions and objectives known to
government. At tlns period the perpetrators are known. However, as a response to
continued govemment neglect, the agitation became more violent leading to the
destruction of oil plpelmes hostage taking and outright kidnapping but the perpetrators at
this time are faceless. Their conduct not only brought down the oil producing quota of
the country but also created fear among investors who would have come to Nigeria to
invest and improve the fortunes of the nation’s developmental agenda.

~ While the nation was still contending with the activities of the Niger Delta
Militants and their being pacified with the granting of amnesty culmmatmg in many of
them being sent abroad to acquire self-sustaining skill, the country was again visited by
the activities of the Boko Haram sect. The group has carried out a number of attacks on
innocent citizens especially in the northern part of the country. Their activities amount to
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terrorism and consplracy against the government of the day. eant o e

‘While it is not in doubt that the Boko Haram sect has a lot of spom among
very wealthy and influential members of the Nigerian society, the arrest of seriiior Dumeé
in connection with sponsorship of the sect and the public acknowledgement of président
Goodluck Jonathan as to the effect that the group has some apologists in his cabinet is a
clear indication that the group has dangerous agenda that might not be unconnected with
bringing down the government of Goodluck Jonathan. The observation clearly bnngs out
the relevance of the application of the conspiracy theory in this paper AN

RNV o
CONCEPTUAL ELUCIDATION S R

Finding a universally accepted definition of terrorism has genmiﬁd a lot of
controversy and hiccups among scholars. Historically, there has been a conistant search
for clarity through a universal and intemnationally shared definition of 'terrbiism.
However, scholars have identified more than 100 different definitions of tertorism, friawy
of which contradict each other. The United Nations itself has struggletl: to ‘reach a
consensus about a single definition of terrorism. An Ad-hoc Committee establistied by
the General Assembly has been workmg ona comprehenswe convention on ifteinational
terrorism since 1996, but as at its 12" session in March 2008, a full agreemetit 6 “a clear
legal definition of terrorism” had yet to be reached (Saul, 2005; Hoffman 2006 ‘United
Nations, 2008, Dandurand, 2009).

Despite the apparent difficulty in pinning down terrorism to an wcepted and
universally acknowledged definition, there exist a general agreement among seholars and
even within the United Nations that terrorist offences are “acts which lead'to déath,
serious bodily harm, or serious property damage when their purpdse is to imtimidate a
population or compel a government or an international organization to do or abstain from
doing any act”. However, as a way of appreciating the phenomenon of tulﬁrism, am
examination of some scholarly definitions of the concept will suffice. o

Hoffman (2006) made a serious effort to give a working definition: ofmmmm’
but his inability to do that brought him to the belief that there are certain 1dent1ﬁabib key
characteristics of terrorism which align to the effect that terronsm is

e Ineluctably political in aims and motives.

e Violent in nature

e Designed to have far-reaching psychological repercussions beyond the immediate '
victim or target. '

e Conducted by an organization with an identifiable chain of command or
conspiratorial cell structure (whose members wear no umform or 1dmhfymg"

" insignia) and o :

e Perpetrated by a sub-national group or non state entity. G e

These features unarguably give us a leeway to a better understanding of terrorism
and brings us cldser in the search for a definition of terrorism.
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Carstein (2008:20) defines terrorism as: :

.- Political violence is an asymmetrical conflict that is designed to induce terror and
psychic fear (sometimes indiscriminate) thtough the violent victimization and destruction
of non-combatant targets (sometimes iconic symbols). Such acts are meant to send a
messasq,sfrom an illicit clandestine organization.

', He flasther added that the purpese of terrorism is to exploit the media in order to
achm majimum - attainable publicity as an amplifying force multiplier in order to
influence the targeted audience.(s) to. reach short — and midterm political goals and/or
desired long term end.

For Nesho (2001:12) terrorism is '

..+ A scourge that, takes innecent lives, threatens values of' humamty, human rights
and, t_‘;eqdoms«and impede development and world progress. The fight against terrorism
should rise sbove the individual interests of states and can be justified with differences in
the: sgcial development or cujtural and social disparities. This fight, in no way, can be
confused with the legitimate struggle of the people for freedom and self-determination,
equality and respect of their democratic rights and, furthermore, cannot.be used to justify
the intransigent stands of some countries to not respect the rights of citizens in the multl-
ethnic society and principles ‘and laws of democracy therein.

- Despite the complexity in.pinning the concept to an agreed definition, the reality
remains that terrorism is an evil and dangerous scourge and terrorists have as their main
objectives the destruction-of .innocent lives and properties, threatening the stability of
government. In certain imstances;. the actions of terrorists have religions undertone and in
other instances have no.clear-cut objective rather than instilling fear among the populace
w1th thQ obponve iof! bemg :eoognzed

ACTS THAT CONSTITUT.E TERRORISM

The difficulty anising from scholars agreeing to a universally accepted definition
of terroristn equally presents:itself when examining acts that constitute terrorism. This
position is.against the backdrop- of the controversy surrounding the actual meaning of
terrorism or terrorist agts.. At.one point, terrorism can be used as political labels to
condemn violence or the threat of violence by certain actors who sees it as immoral,
indiscriminate and unjustified or to condemn an entire segment of the population but at
the ather ¢nd of the divide those labeled as terrorists by their opponent rarely identified
themselves as such (Thomson'2005:16). In the words of Reynolds (2005):

. “Those labeled as terrorists use other terms or terms specific to their situation,
such. as separatist, ﬁ'eedom fighter, liberator, revolutlonary, vigilance, militant,
paramllxtary guerilla, rebel, patriot, or any similar meaning word in other languages and
- cultures, Jihadi Mujaheddin and fedayeen are similar in Arabic which have entered the
English lexicon. - It is common for both parties in a conflict to describé each other as
terrorists.

~ Another similar situation is where the actions of government no matter how
violent is seen as legitimate while similar acts by groups or organizations within the
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society are considered illegitimate or terrorist in nature. Broomhall:(2084)stariis ‘of the
self-serving “tendency to characterize th¢ conduct of non-state opponents’ as-“terrorist’

while depicting the state’s own conduct:as purely defensive of the: fpmﬂxc otﬂef’ or
‘national security’.

However one looks at the phenomenon of terrorism, there are certain acts that
constitute terrorism. The terrorism (common wealth power) Act of 2002, u}m 79 (Q) a
— f sees the following as acts that constitute terrorism. i

e Acts that causes serious harm that is physical harm to a person or .
Causes serious damage to property; or
Causes a person’s death; or
Endangers a person’s life, other than the life of the person takmg the action; or
Create a serious risk to health or safety of the public or a section’ of the fmbhc, or
Seriously interferes with, seriously disrupts, or destroy, an e‘lech%c system
including but not limited to an information system; or a telecommin 'cation,
system; or a financial system; or a system used for the delivery' of ess&q.al p
utility; or a system used for, or by a transport system. o
An examination of the acts that constitute terrorism gives a wide rangenf deferent
types of terrorism, as the acts can be perpetrated both phys1cally and fhrough
telecommumcatlon technology.

% R

TYPES OF TERRORISM

The United States in 1975 formed a National Advisory Committee qn Cnmmal
Justice Standards and Goals and under the direction of H.H.A. Cooper gave six
classifications of terrorism in one of the volumes of their report entitied “Dlsorders and
Terrorism”, they include:
Civil disorder — a form of collective violence interfering with the peace, secunty, and
normal functioning of the community.

Political terrorism — Violent criminal behavior designed primarily to generate feir nf the
commumty or substantlal\segment of it, for political purposes. ’

Non-political terrorism — Terrorism that is not aimed at political purposes lmt wlmh
exhibits conscious des1gn to create and maintain a high degree of fear for coercive:
purposes, but the end is individual or collective gain rather than the achlevemmt of a
political objective. o

Quasi terrorism — The activities incidental to the commission of crimes of vmlence that
are similar in form and method to genume terrorism but which nevertheless lack its
essential ingredient. It is not the main purpose of the quasi-terrorists to induce terror, in
the immediate victim as in the case of genuine terrorism, but the quasi terrorist uses the.
modalities and technique of the genume terrorist and produces s1m11ar consequences and
reactlon
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JLimited Political terroxisme — Genuine terrorism is characterized by a revolutionary

‘approach;: limited poljtical terrerism refers to “acts of terrorism, which are committed for

ideological o political metives but which are not part of a concerted campangn to capture
conu'ol of the state.

.Olﬁclal or ﬂte temrism thrs refers to nations whose rule is based upon fear and

oppression that reach similar to terrorism or such proposition. It may also be referred to
as structural terrorism defined broadly as. terrorist act carried out by governments in
pursuit of political objectives, often as part of their foreign policy.

TEBRO},ISM IN NIGERIA :

J'J}ercgs no gain saying the fact that terrorism in Nigeria is not of recent origin as
1ts etymologx can be traced to the penod of colonialism where Africans engaged in all
sorts of terronst actlvmgs to ﬁght against celonial domination. Though this phenomenon

‘was at 1‘ts l{;west ebl; at that tlme and even in the early years of the country’s

mdependence in 1960, this ugly pandemic ‘became rampant in the late 90s,and further
culmmatmg in today’s epidemic proportion. Today, the name ‘ngena is synonymous
wnth tm‘ronsm around the world.

‘When the agitation by the people of the nger Delta started with a clear-cut
objective of requesting for a fair share of the nation’s wealth extracted from their area,
succeeding administrations in Nigeria failed to address the agitations of the people. but
rfather choose the mlhtary option of suppressing the people. This insensitivity of
’go’U&nment towards genume agltatlons of the people of Niger Delta led the Late General
Abac‘ha gov S cnt to execute Ken Saro-w:wa and the famous Ogoni eight. Little did
‘khnow that they are starting a war which they will find difficult to win.

The utter neglect of the agitations of the people of the Niger Delta, the execution
of Ken Saro-wiwa and other famous Ogoni leaders set the stage for modern day terrorism
in Nigeria. The youths of the Niger Delta seeing the execution of their leaders by
governpent for asking for a fare. share of resources extracted from:their area thereby
mortgaging their future decided to employ a violent approach to the agitation as a way of
making government to address their worries. The wave of pipe-line vandalization,
kidnapping and . outright :kidlings of innocent Nigerians, oil workers and expatriates
perpetrated by: the mlhtaut 'yomhs of the nger Delta region of the country ‘was better
imagined., - . i

The terronst act1v1t1es of the Mlhtants equally mamfested in low oil production in
Nigeria culminating in a scenario where the country could not produce her approved
OPEC ‘quota with it concomitant effect on ler national revenue generatlon output When,
gtWermnent’s military campaign in the Niget Delta could not do’the magic of bringing
peate ifi the tegion, the government 'of Late Umatu Yar’adua granted amnesty to the
mifitants witl thé prothise of tralmng them to acqmre skills that would enable them eke

out:a living * legitimatef§y.? <>~
Today, a great number of ex-mlhtants from the Niger Delta are beneficiaries of
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the post-amnesty programme of the federal government and relative peace- has been
restored in the area. However, as the federal government was heaving a sigh of relieve.as
a consequence of the gains from the amnesty granted to the Niger Delta:Militants; there
came the eruption of terrorist group in the country (the Boko Haram). This:group has:no
clear agenda, but is presently hiding under the guise of Islamizing the whole of Nerthem
part of Nigeria to engage in incessant bombings of not only Police stations and even
Military barracks, but has gone to the extent of bombing worship places-and markets.f0
the chagrin of Nigeria. Nwokedi (2010: 28). gave an insight into the reasons for the
prevalence of terrorism in Nigeria: ‘

_ Terrorism in Nigeria is a fall out of unemployment of youths. It is caﬁyounded by (
growing ignorance of the young arising from low quality of education and:lifs. This is
against a backdrop of stupendous inexplicable wealth and display by those whose rise to

Jfame could only be traceable to few moments of lawlessness or defiance of order. Some of )

the super rich were former coup plotters turned Head of States and their retinne of
appointees. Others are those who looted the Ministries and Parastatals dry. ‘tab'ng
advantage of the loose judicial and enforcement arms of govemment at these tzmes
well as today. Ll

He went further to paint a gloomy picture of terrorism as he sees n;tot wﬂect
breakdown of law and order in the society and a sign that formal authority is ineffectual
and that checks and balances in govemnment are not working since little or ne pqvmtmn
of cases abound”

Itis obv10us that the above position as 1t relates to unemployment and iow qnahty
of education and life are intrinsic in determining the root causes of terrorism in Nigeria,
there is still other dimension to the argument over the real causes of terrorism in Nigeria

EEPERR S AN TEE R
CAUSES OF TERRORISM IN THE COUNTRY ok oen T

Ogundana (2011) opines that terrorism in Nigeria first staned as stdexbacked
violence but today it is usually perpetrated by those without the power of tthue or
those who lost in the struggle for the control of state power. In his words: ic;i. . 55
Nigeria has in recent times has been witnessing an upsurge in terror—related.fatmh Hm
* country is not new to attacks; however, the dimension it has taken:and nature of weapons.
being used by these terror gangs have created fear in the mind of the people. Ferrorisme
started in the country as a form of state-backed violence, but today, it is wusually,
linked with political violence perpetrated by groups without the power. of the Seate.or
those who have lost out in the struggle for the soul of the State. . :

Most non-State terrorists call themselves revolutionaries or ﬁ'eedomﬂgbm

Another dimension to argument is that which sees terrorism as-a: pmdwt of
religious fanaticism. According to Ekwugum (2011: 12): SR

~ Terrorism is an ideology rooted in. religion, and it is. not pecuhar ta\klam, The.
Jews in the Bible days waged ceaseless guerilla warfare against the Romamgowemmx
As a matter of fact, theypioneered the concept of suicide bombing: later-in:. the. 20"
century. Christians that did not agree with them, may be because of the embarrassment.
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of admitting: the ugly reality, or the assumption that it could lead to stzgmatzzatton of a
particular refigion we shy away from. calling problem what it is.

However in-a twist over the argument as to the causes of terrorism, Nwangoji (2010)
opines that poverty and illiteracy cannot be advanced as causes of terrorism. He made
good ‘his argument by citing the profiles of terrorist masterminds thus:

. 1, As strong as the argument over poverty and illiteracy may be, things get a ltttle
stickyfwhen you examine the profiles of terrorism masterminds. For instance, Umar
Farouk Abdulmutalab, the Nigerian underwear bomber, had everything going for him;
the son of a wealthy and influential banker, he had access to the best western education
in Europe where he swudied. El-Zakzakky, one of the pioneers of radical Islam in Nigeria,
is believed to have jestisoned his first-class university degree in Economics to pursue his
vision of an Islamic state governed by the principles of Sharia. On the international level,
aside from attending a university; the late Osama Bin Laden was the son of a billionaire
construction magnate with close ties to the Saudi royal family. His successor, Ayman al-
Zawahiri, is a qualified surgeon born to an upper middle class family in Egypt. Quite
clearly, therefore, the argument that poverty or lack of education is the immediate cause
of terrorism is fatally flawed.

. ‘Whastever the angle one looks at the reasons for the cause of terrorism in Nigeria,
it is common knowledge-that the incidence of terrorism in the country is a combination of
the factors of: unemployment and inequality that have manifestly created a great gulf
between the rich and the poor; the problem associated with non-State actor sponsor of
terrorism and the problem of religious fanaticism while not also forgetting ideological
onentauonsrm bdnefs of terrorists.

TERROREM AND ITS IMPACT ON FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT AND
THE NIGEIAN ECONOMY

It is: a fact that the Nigerian economy has recently wobbled undcr the attendant
weight of terrorism which has obviously punctured investors’ confidence and the
Nigerian economy left on the downward slope. The economic cost of terrorism can be
seen from two dimensions, the direct and immediate cost of productivity. The direct
causes has to do- with the declining fortunes of investors’ confidence culminating in low
Foreign Investment (FDI) in Nigeria, the immediate impact is tied to the loss of man-hour
of productivity to bureaucracy and security checks in airports and offices across the
country. (Umejei, 2011:18).

~ The impact of terrorism on FDI and the implication for the Nigerian economy has
- generated a lot of interest among analysts. Chizea (2011:22) opines that terrorism would
complicate the already unattractive Nigerian economy. In his words:

There is no doubt that terrorism has a definitive cost on an economy, including
the Nigerian economy. These costs for an economy such as Nigeria’s which had suffered
from lack of attractiveness to foreign investments, is to particularly worsen the
unattractiveness of the economy to direct foreign investments. But it is going to be
difficult to guantify the extent and quantum of this cost. The direct effect of terrorism is to
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increase the risk factor on doing business in Nigeria and would imply that the cost-of risk
management, including insurance would to that extent increase. There ate: also aastsf
which will arise from the need to increase spending on security. - Ty

Also in agreement with the above position, Amaechi (2011) sees terrorism as eml :
for the economy. According to him “terrorism is bad for the economy. of m as it is
bad for the global economy. It certainly leads to economic, pohtleal M mg;onal :
instability”.

The problem associated with terrorism has led to the decline of FDI eapltal to
Nigeria. The 2011 World Investment prepared by United Nations: Conferenre'on Trade
and Development confirms the decline on FDL According to the report FDI ‘capital to:
Nigeria declined from $6.1 billion in 2010 from $8.28 billion in 2009, Bello (2011) got
agitated with the decline and state thus:

It is a major challenge to the Nigerian economy because it has to rely on FDI ,
which terrorism is fast eroding. Nigeria has to rely on FDI capital from . outside the
country as well as what it can harness internally to be able to drive the Grass Domestic
Product (GDP) growth. It is a major challenge. That means we still need to-talk to a lot
more transnational companies. We need to bring the CEOs to come and sée¢ what
Nigeria is, appreciate the kind of market that we have and the larger market bfahou& 158-
million people that will support them.

TERRORISM AND NIGERIA’S INTERNATIOINAL IMAGE :

The debate over the international i image of Nigeria has been on the front humcr of
national discourse for sometimes now. This is against the backdrop of the:fact that the
international image of a country is an important determinant of how well the country is
doing at home and abroad. International image provides a basis for self assessntent in ¢he
event of any ugly happening. Bola (2007:13) gave an insight into what is meant bygood :
image and the benefits derivable when he states thus: :

Image, be it national or international, is function of perception, whzch again can
be a resultant of objectivity or subjectivity of purpose, there is no disputing:the ﬁzct that a
good image constitute %@g[gggd will and patronage for a country. It.is considered
by investors in determining where to direct funds. It also brings the: level - of
unfriendliness down. It is therefore quite understandable if every persom .and every
government seeks to promote at all times, a better image for himself or dself uunonally
and mternatlonally :

It is an indubitable reality that a good image be it of a person, assooutlon, :
organization or a state is a window through which better things can ‘happen to that person,
association, organization or country. This development is a pointer to the drive by all no
matter how placed in the scheme of things in the society to preserve good image: .

While it could be said that the international image of Nigeria at ;T;pendgue was
seen in good light especially in her resolve to champion the cause o ca, the years
precedlngg the gcl;un?y s independence especially with the long penod -of military.
interregnum failed to consolidate on this good standing. The dwindling image of Nigeria
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in - the global arena has continued to be a subject ‘of debate, while some blame it on the
character of the average Nigenia, other see bad governance and ineptitude on the part of
government officials as the cause whereas other see the long period of military rule as a
covollnryrof the country’s bad international image.

-+Commenting on she dent on the image of Nigeria and why the average Nigerian
should not sksolve himself of the blame, Emeka (2010) states that:

Many Nigerians are quick to point accusing fingers to the country’s leadership
bt faflto ‘. see. themselves as part and parcel of the unworkable Nigeria. By no
meéans, nobaly is' excluding the elite and ruling class from the generated mess but the
masses.cannbk fold . their hands and anticipate a change to initiate itself. The average
Nigerians mast also - $houlder some responsibilities by shunning corruption including
coming to work on time and rejecting short dubious path to wealth accumulation.

" He was further to bring to bear the average behavior of Nigerians that has added
tothe already battered image of the country globaily. According to him:

~ . The Ktany of Nigeruan sirs and misbehaviours are no longer a new to the entire
WOrld, .as the world hisve come to see the intractable problems of Nigeria as threats to
global financial and economic stability. Nigeria is known for e-mail fraud, manipulation
of establishegd standard operations and now for terrorism. The peril of this dented image
is taking its toll on the average citizens of Nigeria who cannot freely travel or conduct
international business.

For Chuba (2012) the govermment both military and civilian is to blame for the
ugly image of the country in the giobal arena. According to him, “a development where
Nigeria generates a lot of wealth-from oil and other local resources and yet the people live
in:abject poverty created the avenue where Nigerians in order to eke out a living engage
in unwholeseme practices and behavior”. He however advocated for responsiveness on
the part of the government by living up to their part of the social contract. This is
because the transformation of Nigeria’s image must be deliberate, coherent and self-
evidem.. - ' ¢ -

.. The blame game has over the years been a feature of succeeding govemment in
Nigeria as the military blames the civilians for corruption and ineptitude, the civilians on
their part sees the travails of the Nigeria polity as a consequence of military getting
involved in politics which is outside their constitutional role.

v~ Howewer, as Nigeria was contending with her ugly international image as a result
of advance free fraud (419) money laundermg, corruption, drug trafficking and other
vices. that has more often subjected Nigerians in all part of the world to international
humiliation, :another chapter was opened in 2009 with her been listed among terrorist
nations by the international community. This development was made possible by the
attempted bombing of a United States bomb piane by a ngenan farouk AbdulMutala.
While the international community was tresting iaternal terrorism in Nigeria arising from
the activities of Niger Delta militants with levity, this new dimension to international
terrorism by a Nigerian was enough to give theworld a new view of Nigena.

- Arising from that most unfortunate incidence is the current home i grown terrorism
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being perpetrated by the Islamic sect “book Haram”. The modus operandl of the gtoup is
so unprecedented and Nigeria has never witnessed this quantum of killing: befire iin her
political history less for the civil war (1967 — 1970). One characteristic: féatute of the
group is the fact that despite coming from an Islamic background, their attatks have no
bound. According to Campbell (2011) “Boko Haram is a loosely orgamizad: gtassroot
insurrection against not only the Abuja government but the tradiw Muslm
establishment as well” o T

CONCLUSION

Terrorism is today a global scourge and various countnes of the wmld arei .
developing different strategies aimed at fighting the pandemic. However while some
countries are busy fighting terrorism others have more often than not been accused of.
sponsoring terrorism.

In Nigeria, the problems which terrorism has created are enormous: starting from-
the destruction to the lives and properties if Nigerians, it snowballed into the low
patronage of the Nigerian economy by foreign investors leading to instabflity and low
pace of development; presently the  scourge has badly affected the intérnational image
of Nigerian as the country is seen as one of the areas where terrorism is on the rise. ‘As if
all these problems are not enough, the problem associated with terrorism. in Nigeria is
also trying to lead the country to the part of disintegration. This is because the inpessant
killings perpetrated by the Boko Haram sect especially against the Christians: and. the
Igbos to be precise is making most Nigerians to call for the convening of a Sovereign-
National Conference to discuss whether the country should remain one mdw;slble entlty
or the different regions be given the choice to secede. o

However, the most worrisome is the fact that government is not summomng
enough political will to combat terrorism. It is against this backdrop that this- study
recommends that government should evolve an effective formula to stop the scourge by
the way of engaging terrorist groups like Boko Haram, Movement for Actualization of.
the Sovereign State of Biafra ( MASSOP ) Oodua peoples congress ( OPC:) and
Movement for the Emancipation of Niger Delta ( MEND ) in a dialogue for peace to.
reign in Nigeria. There is also the dire need for government to provide jobs .for the
teeming unemployed youths; fight the corruption pandemic and bridge the ever widening
gap between the rich the poor. It is reasoned that when corruption is removed from our
society, there would enough capital to create more job and this can bring terrorism to. its
lowest level in Nigeria. s
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