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Abstract  

Electoral violence remains a significant challenge in Nigeria, affecting the democratic process 

and voters’ participation. For instance, during the 2015 elections in Nsukka LGA, widespread 

allegations of voters’ intimidation and ballot box snatching were reported, leading to the 

disenfranchisement of many voters. The 2019 elections also saw significant security breaches, 

with documented cases of clashes between political supporters at various polling units and the 

destruction of electoral materials. According to reports by the Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC), these disruptions contributed to a sharp decline in voters’ turnout 

compared to previous elections. According to data from the Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC), voters’ turnout in Enugu State saw a decline of nearly 15% compared to 

previous elections, largely attributed to security concerns and incidents of violence. These 

examples underscore the persistent and severe nature of electoral violence in the region, 

necessitating urgent reforms to safeguard democratic participation. This study investigates the 

impact of electoral violence on voter participation in Nsukka Local Government Area (LGA) 

of Enugu State from 2015 to 2023. The paper explores the nature, causes, and consequences of 

electoral violence and evaluates its influence on voters’ turnout, political engagement, and the 

credibility of electoral processes in the region. Using a combination of primary and secondary 

sources, the research underscores the need for comprehensive reforms to enhance electoral 

security and foster citizen participation in democratic processes.  

Keywords: Electoral violence, voters’ participation, voters’ turnout, Enugu state, Nsukka local 

government.  

  

  Introduction  

One of the recurring issues in the Nigeria's political arena is electoral violence, this has gone a 

long way to undermine the integrity of elections and deter citizens from exercising their voting 

rights. In effect the Nsukka LGA, located in Enugu State, is not exceptional to this problem, 

especially between 2015 and 2023 general elections. This period evidenced multifaceted 

electoral cycles characterized by varying levels of violence, among them were intimidation, 

ballot box snatching, and physical assaults. For instance, during the 2015 elections in Nsukka 

LGA, incidence of voters' intimidation and ballot box snatching were reported, leading to the 

disenfranchisement of many voters. The 2019 elections also saw significant security breaches, 
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with documented cases of clashes between political supporters at various polling units and the 

destruction of electoral materials. According to reports by the Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC), these disruptions contributed to a sharp decline in voters’ turnout 

compared to previous elections. In 2023, heightened political tensions and incidents like the 

violent attack at polling units in Obollo-Afor and Nru exemplified the persistent challenges of 

electoral violence in Nsukka. Media reports highlighted several cases where voters were forced 

to flee polling stations due to security threats, and electoral officials faced harassment, resulting 

in the suspension of voting activities. Data analysis indicates a 15% decline in voters’ turnout 

from 2015 to 2023, underscoring the long-term impact of these violent incidents on democratic 

participation in Nsukka LGA.  In the the 2019 general elections, Human Rights Watch 

documented numerous incidents of violence across the country, including reports of physical 

assaults, destruction of ballot boxes, and voters' intimidation, particularly in regions like Enugu 

State. Similarly, the 2023 elections were marred by heightened political unrest, with media 

reports highlighting violent clashes at polling units in Nsukka Local Government Area (LGA) 

that disrupted voting processes. According to data from the Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC), voters’ turnout in Enugu State saw a decline of nearly 15% compared to 

previous elections, largely attributed to security concerns and incidents of violence.  

In defining electoral violence it refers to an acts of violence, threats, or intimidation aimed at 

influencing the outcome of an election or preventing voters' participation. It can occur before, 

during, or after elections. Scholars categorize electoral violence into physical violence, 

psychological intimidation, and structural violence. The physical violence has to do with the 

acts of  assaults, destruction of property, and even fatalities during election periods. An 

example is the widespread clashes between party supporters in Nsukka during the 2019 

elections, where ballot boxes were snatched, and several individuals sustained injuries.   The 

psychological violence involves the use of threats, coercion, and other forms of mental pressure 

to influence voters or candidates. During the 2023 elections, many residents of Nsukka LGA 

reported receiving anonymous threats, warnings against voting for particular candidates, which 

contributed to the low voters' turnout. While structural violence entails of the systemic or 

institutional practices that create unfavorable conditions for voters, such as the deliberate 

disenfranchisement of specific groups or manipulation of electoral procedures. In Nsukka 

LGA, cases of delayed arrival of electoral materials and inconsistent voters' registration 

processes during the 2015 and 2019 elections were highlighted as examples of structural 

violence. These categories provide a comprehensive framework for understanding the various 
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dimensions of electoral violence and their implications on democratic processes in Nsukka 

LGA.   

To this end, this study seeks to examine the extent to which electoral violence has influenced 

voters ‘participation in Nsukka LGA during the period. These will be guided by the following 

questions: (1) What are the main forms of electoral violence in Nsukka LGA  (2) How has 

electoral violence affected voter’ turnout and political engagement (3) What measures have 

been implemented to mitigate electoral violence, and how effective have they been? 

 Literature Review  

Electoral violence remains a persistent challenge in Nigeria’s democratic process, significantly 

affecting voters' participation and political engagement. According to Okafor et al. (2018), 

electoral violence is any act of aggression, intimidation, or coercion aimed at influencing 

electoral outcomes. This phenomenon is often driven by political competition, ethnic rivalries, 

and institutional weaknesses. In Nsukka Local Government Area (LGA), Enugu State, 

incidents of electoral violence have been recorded across multiple election cycles, impacting 

voters’ turnout and the credibility of the electoral process (Nwobodo & Eze, 2020). 

Understanding the forms, causes, and consequences of electoral violence in Nsukka LGA, as 

well as the effectiveness of mitigation measures, is crucial for strengthening democratic 

governance in the region.  

Forms of Electoral Violence in Nsukka LGA  

Electoral violence in Nsukka LGA manifests in various forms, including physical violence, 

psychological intimidation, and electoral malpractice. Physical violence, such as clashes 

between political thugs, attacks on voters’, and ballot box snatching, has been recurrent in 

elections between 2015 and 2023 (Umeh & Okonkwo, 2021). For instance, during the 2019 

general elections, there were reports of violence in parts of Enugu State, with some polling 

units in Nsukka LGA experiencing disruptions due to political rivalries (Obasi, 2022).  

Psychological intimidation is another prevalent form of electoral violence in the region. The 

deployment of threats, hate speech, and coercion by political actors often discourages voters’ 

participation. Studies have shown that the fear of being attacked or harassed at polling stations 

deters citizens from exercising their voting rights (Chukwuma, 2020). Additionally, electoral 
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malpractice, such as vote buying and manipulation of results, has been documented in Nsukka 

LGA, further exacerbating political tensions (Ezeh, 2019).  

Impact on Voters’ Turnout and Political Engagement  

The prevalence of electoral violence has significantly influenced voters’ turnout and political 

engagement in Nsukka LGA. Empirical studies indicate that areas with high incidents of 

electoral violence experience lower voters’ turnout due to fear and insecurity (Adebayo & Ojo, 

2021). In Nsukka, elections characterized by violence have seen a reduction in the number of 

registered voters who actually cast their ballots. For example, the 2019 gubernatorial elections 

in Enugu State witnessed a decline in voters’ turnout in Nsukka LGA compared to previous 

elections, with many attributing the drop to security concerns (Okeke, 2022).  

Moreover, electoral violence contributes to political apathy, particularly among young voters. 

According to a study by Nwankwo (2021), young people in Nsukka LGA have expressed 

disillusionment with the political process due to recurring incidents of violence. This 

disengagement weakens the democratic system, as a lack of participation erodes the legitimacy 

of elected representatives and reduces public trust in electoral institutions (Adeyemi & Igwe, 

2020).  

Measures Implemented to Mitigate Electoral Violence  

Several measures have been introduced to curb electoral violence in Nsukka LGA, ranging 

from security interventions to civic education campaigns. The deployment of security 

personnel during elections has been a primary strategy, with the Nigerian Police Force, the 

Nigerian Security and Civil Defence Corps, and other agencies tasked with ensuring the safety 

of voters and election officials (Ogunyemi, 2021). However, the effectiveness of this approach 

has been mixed, as some security operatives have been accused of partisanship or excessive 

force (Onyekachi, 2022).  

Civic education initiatives have also been implemented to sensitize voters on the importance 

of peaceful elections. Organizations such as the Independent National Electoral Commission 

(INEC) and civil society groups have conducted voter education programs in Nsukka LGA to 

promote nonviolent participation (Ibrahim, 2020). While these initiatives have increased 
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awareness, their impact has been limited by factors such as low literacy levels and 

misinformation (Okafor & Musa, 2021).  

In addition, technology-driven electoral reforms have been introduced to enhance transparency 

and reduce opportunities for violence. The adoption of the Bimodal Voter Accreditation 

System (BVAS) in the 2023 elections aimed to curb electoral fraud and ensure credible results 

(Obiora, 2023). However, challenges such as technical glitches and limited internet access have 

hindered the full effectiveness of these innovations (Chijioke, 2023).  

 Electoral violence in Nsukka LGA has had profound effects on voters' participation and 

political engagement, undermining democratic stability in the region. While various mitigation 

strategies have been implemented, challenges remain in ensuring a violence-free electoral 

process. Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach that combines security 

reforms, voters' education, and technological advancements to foster a more inclusive and 

credible electoral system.  

Theoretical Framework  

The study adopts the political economy approach, which views electoral violence as a product 

of competition for political power in a context of weak institutions and socio-economic 

inequalities. This approach is particularly suitable for analyzing electoral violence in Nsukka 

LGA because it accounts for the interplay between political, economic, and institutional 

dynamics that drive conflict during elections. The area has experienced persistent socio-

economic challenges, including unemployment and resource competition, which exacerbate 

political rivalries and create fertile ground for violence. Furthermore, weak institutional 

frameworks, such as inadequate security measures and lenient legal penalties for electoral 

offenders, have often failed to prevent violence, making the political economy approach a 

comprehensive lens for understanding these complexities.   

Methodology  

The research adopts a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data 

collection methods. Primary data were gathered through structured interviews with 50 electoral 

officials, 30 political party representatives, 25 security personnel, and 100 voters in Nsukka 

LGA. Additionally, focus group discussions were conducted with community leaders to gain 

deeper insights into the local dynamics of electoral violence. Secondary data were sourced from 
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official reports by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), academic journal 

articles, and media publications. Quantitative data were analyzed using statistical tools to 

identify patterns and trends in voter participation, while qualitative data were examined 

thematically to capture the nuanced experiences and perceptions of stakeholders. This 

comprehensive approach ensured a robust and well-rounded analysis of the impact of electoral 

violence on voter participation. Primary data were gathered through interviews with electoral 

officials, political party representatives, security personnel, and voters in Nsukka LGA. 

Secondary data were sourced from official reports, academic journals, and media publications. 

Data analysis was conducted using thematic and statistical methods to draw meaningful 

insights.  

3.2 Empirical Studies on Electoral Violence in Nigeria  

Numerous studies have highlighted the prevalence of electoral violence in Nigeria and its 

impact on voters' participation. For instance, Eke and Obi (2020) found that electoral violence 

was a key factor in voters' apathy, noting that regions with a higher frequency of electoral 

violence saw a 20% decline in voters' turnout over consecutive elections. Akande (2018) 

emphasized that inadequate security measures during elections exacerbated violence, leading 

to disruptions at over 30% of polling units in high-risk areas. Additionally, Oyedele (2021) 

concluded that communities affected by violence during the 2019 general elections exhibited 

long-term mistrust in the electoral system, with a reported 15% drop in civic engagement 

activities. These studies collectively underscore the need for comprehensive security reforms, 

enhanced voters' education, zand legal frameworks to mitigate the impact of violence on 

Nigeria's electoral processes. Eke and Obi (2020) found that voters' disengagement in South-

Eastern Nigeria, including Nsukka, is directly linked to the perception of insecurity caused by 

electoral violence. Akande (2018) emphasized the role of inadequate security frameworks in 

exacerbating such violence, which undermines democratic stability and deters voters' turnout. 

Oyedele (2021) further demonstrated that communities experiencing high levels of electoral 

violence often see a long-term erosion of public trust in the electoral process. These studies 

collectively underscore the urgent need for security reforms and voter awareness campaigns to 

mitigate the adverse effects of violence on electoral participation.  
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Factors Contributing to Electoral Violence  

Electoral violence in Nsukka Local Government Area (LGA) is influenced by a combination 

of political, socio-economic, and institutional factors. These elements interact to create a 

volatile electoral environment, often leading to disruptions in the democratic process.  

Political competition and elite manipulation are major drivers of electoral violence in Nsukka. 

The intense rivalry among political parties often leads to the mobilization of youth groups as 

instruments of violence. Politicians seeking electoral victory frequently exploit ethnic and 

partisan sentiments, heightening tensions and fostering hostility between opposing factions 

(Ikelegbe, 2014). Additionally, the absence of internal democracy within parties leads to 

disputes over candidate selection, which can escalate into violent confrontations (Omotola, 

2010).  

High levels of youth unemployment and economic hardship contribute significantly to electoral 

violence in Nsukka. Many unemployed youths become susceptible to financial inducement by 

politicians who use them as political thugs (Ake, 1996). The lack of economic opportunities 

creates a situation where individuals see violence as a means of economic survival. 

Furthermore, communal conflicts and land disputes, which are common in parts of Nsukka, 

sometimes spill over into the electoral process, exacerbating tensions (Albert, 2007).  

Weak law enforcement and compromised electoral institutions further fuel electoral violence. 

A lack of confidence in the security agencies' ability to maintain neutrality often emboldens 

political actors to engage in electoral malpractices, knowing they may not face legal 

consequences (Ojo, 2019). Electoral management bodies, when perceived as biased or 

inefficient, can trigger protests and violent reactions from aggrieved parties. The delayed 

prosecution of electoral offenders also perpetuates a culture of impunity, where violence 

becomes a recurring feature of elections (Dode, 2010).  

Understanding the political, socio-economic, and institutional causes of electoral violence in 

Nsukka LGA is essential for designing effective mitigation strategies. Strengthening 

democratic institutions, promoting youth empowerment, and enforcing electoral laws are 

critical steps toward ensuring peaceful elections. Addressing these factors holistically will help 

curb electoral violence and enhance democratic stability in the region.  



University of Nigeria Journal of Political Economy (UNJPE)  Volume 15, Number 2, 2025 
 

65 
 

Causes of Electoral Violence in Nsukka LGA  

Intense political competition among candidates and parties often fuels electoral violence in 

Nsukka LGA. Rival political groups employ aggressive tactics, including the use of political 

thugs, to gain an advantage over opponents (Adebayo & Ojo, 2021). The zero-sum nature of 

politics in Nigeria, where electoral victory is seen as a means to control state resources, 

exacerbates tensions and increases the likelihood of violent confrontations (Nwankwo, 2021).  

Inadequate security infrastructure contributes to the prevalence of electoral violence in Nsukka 

LGA. The lack of sufficient security personnel, poor intelligence gathering, and logistical 

challenges hinder the ability of law enforcement agencies to prevent and respond effectively to 

election-related violence (Okeke, 2022). Reports indicate that during past elections, security 

agencies have been overwhelmed, allowing violent actors to disrupt the voting process 

(Ogunyemi, 2021). The legal framework governing elections in Nigeria has been criticized for 

its ineffectiveness in addressing electoral violence. Weak enforcement of electoral laws, delays 

in prosecuting offenders, and lack of accountability create an environment where perpetrators 

act with impunity (Adeyemi & Igwe, 2020). Electoral tribunals and courts often fail to deliver 

timely justice, further undermining deterrence efforts (Onyekachi, 2022).  

The role of political godfathers in Nsukka LGA’s electoral process cannot be overlooked. 

These influential individuals often manipulate elections by sponsoring candidates and 

financing electoral violence to secure their interests (Obiora, 2023). Political godfatherism 

weakens democratic institutions and stifles genuine political competition, leading to violent 

confrontations among factions vying for power (Chijioke, 2023). Ethnic and communal 

tensions also contribute to electoral violence in Nsukka LGA. Disputes over land, traditional 

leadership, and historical grievances sometimes spill over into the political arena, leading to 

clashes between rival communities during elections (Nwobodo & Eze, 2020). Political actors 

often exploit these tensions to mobilize support, further inflaming violence (Ezeh, 2019).  

Social media has become a double-edged sword in the electoral process. While it serves as a 

tool for political engagement and mobilization, it has also been used to spread misinformation, 

incite violence, and manipulate public opinion (Ibrahim, 2020). Fake news, hate speech, and 

politically motivated propaganda on platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp have 

been linked to electoral violence in Nsukka LGA (Okafor & Musa, 2021). The challenge of 
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regulating social media content further complicates efforts to ensure peaceful elections (Obasi, 

2022).  

 The prevalence of electoral violence has significantly influenced voters' turnout and political 

engagement in Nsukka LGA. Empirical studies indicate that areas with high incidents of 

electoral violence experience lower voters' turnout due to fear and insecurity (Adebayo & Ojo, 

2021). In Nsukka, elections characterized by violence have seen a reduction in the number of 

registered voters who actually cast their ballots. For example, the 2019 gubernatorial elections 

in Enugu State witnessed a decline in voters' turnout in Nsukka LGA compared to previous 

elections, with many attributing the drop to security concerns (Okeke, 2022). Moreover, 

electoral violence contributes to political apathy, particularly among young voters. According 

to a study by Nwankwo (2021), young people in Nsukka LGA have expressed disillusionment 

with the political process due to recurring incidents of violence. This disengagement weakens 

the democratic system, as a lack of participation erodes the legitimacy of elected 

representatives and reduces public trust in electoral institutions (Adeyemi & Igwe, 2020).  

 The spread of misinformation and propaganda during election periods has exacerbated 

tensions and triggered violence. Social media platforms have played a central role in 

disseminating false narratives that incite electoral violence (Okeke, 2022). Addressing this 

challenge requires a robust information verification framework and media literacy campaigns. 

Electoral violence in Nsukka LGA has had profound effects on voters’ participation and 

political engagement, undermining democratic stability in the region. While various mitigation 

strategies have been implemented, challenges remain in ensuring a violence-free electoral 

process. Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach that combines security 

reforms, voters' education, and technological advancements to foster a more inclusive and 

credible electoral system.  

Electoral Violence in Nsukka LGA (2015 - 2023)  

The 2015 general elections in Nsukka LGA were marred by reports of violence and 

irregularities. Incidents included clashes between supporters of different political parties, 

voters' intimidation, and snatching of ballot boxes. Despite these challenges, the elections 

recorded a relatively high voters' turnout compared to subsequent years.  
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The 2019 elections witnessed a decline in voter turnout in Nsukka LGA, partly attributed to 

fears of violence. Reports indicated cases of harassment, destruction of electoral materials, and 

a heavy security presence that created a tense atmosphere.  

The 2023 elections were characterized by heightened political tension and sporadic violence. 

Several incidents exemplified this tension, including reports of ballot box snatching and violent 

confrontations between rival political supporters in polling units across Nsukka LGA. One 

notable incident occurred at a polling station in Obollo-Afor, where disruptions led to the 

suspension of voting activities. In another instance, armed thugs allegedly attacked electoral 

officials in Nru, causing widespread panic and voters’ disenfranchisement. Despite increased 

security presence, fear among residents remained palpable, contributing to low voters’ turnout,  

Findings on Electoral Violence Impact on Voters’ Participation  

A comparative analysis of voters’ turnout data from 2015 to 2023 reveals a significant decline 

in voters’ participation in Nsukka LGA. In the 2015 general elections, voters’ turnout in the 

area was approximately 72%, which decreased to 58% in the 2019 elections, largely due to 

reported cases of voters' intimidation and violence. By the 2023 elections, turnout further 

dropped to 49%, attributed to heightened security concerns and multiple incidents of electoral 

disruptions. These statistics highlight the persistent and growing impact of electoral violence 

on voters’ engagement in Nsukka LGA. The fear of violence and the perception of electoral 

processes as unsafe discouraged many citizens from voting. Electoral violence undermines 

public confidence in the democratic process. Many voters in Nsukka LGA expressed doubts 

about the credibility of elections, citing incidents of violence and manipulation as reasons for 

their disillusionment.  

Women, youth, and the elderly were disproportionately affected by electoral violence in 

Nsukka LGA. These groups were more likely to be intimidated or discouraged from 

participating in elections due to security concerns. The psychological effects of electoral 

violence on voters in Nsukka LGA have been significant. Fear of potential harm during 

elections has led to anxiety and political apathy among residents. Studies show that sustained 

exposure to electoral violence can result in long-term disinterest in political processes.  
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Recommendations   

Enhanced security measures, including the deployment of well-trained personnel and the use 

of technology, can help prevent electoral violence. In recent elections, biometric verification 

systems and electronic voting technologies have been successfully implemented in parts of 

Nigeria to reduce voters’ impersonation and fraud, thereby mitigating violence. Additionally, 

the deployment of drones for real-time surveillance and the use of body cameras by security 

personnel have proven effective in monitoring polling stations and discouraging violent 

behavior. Mobile incident reporting apps have also been introduced to enable voters’ and 

officials to report disturbances promptly, enhancing rapid response by law enforcement 

agencies. Voters’ education plays a crucial role in mitigating electoral violence by empowering 

citizens to make informed decisions and resist intimidation. Well-designed campaigns can 

achieve the following: (i) Educate voters about their rights and responsibilities in the electoral 

process. (ii) Provide information on security measures to reassure voters’ of their safety during 

elections. (iii) Encourage citizens to participate actively in democratic processes. (iv) Target 

rural communities with tailored messages to foster peaceful coexistence during elections.  

On the other hand, implementing and enforcing stringent legal measures is essential to deter 

electoral violence. Effective reforms can include: (a) Imposing severe punishments for 

electoral offenders to create a deterrent. (b) Establishing dedicated courts to handle election-

related cases promptly. (c) Providing security for individuals willing to testify against 

perpetrators. (d)  Defining electoral violence explicitly to avoid legal ambiguities. In addition, 

promoting dialogue among political stakeholders can reduce tensions and foster a culture of 

peaceful elections. Initiatives should focus on ways to encourage political parties to commit to 

non-violence; establish platforms for resolving disputes before they escalate; and engage local 

leaders and residents in conversations to promote harmony during election periods.  

Furthermore, addressing the root causes of youth involvement in electoral violence requires 

comprehensive economic and social empowerment initiatives. To include: (i)  vocational 

training and entrepreneurial skills to reduce unemployment. (ii) Creating forums for young 

people to express their political views peacefully. (iii)  Connecting youths with positive role 

models in politics and community leadership.  
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Conclusion  

Electoral violence has had a profound impact on voter participation in Nsukka LGA between 

2015 and 2023. The study highlights the need for a multi-faceted approach to address the root 

causes of violence, strengthen security measures, and foster a culture of peaceful political 

engagement. By implementing comprehensive reforms and promoting civic education, Nsukka 

LGA can create an environment conducive to free, fair, and peaceful elections.  
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