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Abstract
The concept of civil society gained much prominence in the development
debate of the late 1980s and 1990s. According to White's conceptual article,
"civilsociety, democratization and development" (1994), he carefully brought
out the competing, ambiguous, options in the definition and use of the
concept. There is ambiguity over what to include as CivilSociety and who can
be seen to fit in into the concept. In addition, there is the question of
categorization. For instance, does civic society institution such as state-
regulated religious bodies, academic unions, and public sector interest groups
whose members are state employees and, therefore, may be subject to
special public rules and regulations fit into the definitional set. The conceptual
outlook notwithstanding, the role of CivilSocieties in the 21st century cannot
be underestimated, considering their tremendous output in projecting societal
differences in political, social, cultural, environmental and economic reforms.
The paper focuses on CivilSociety institutions that are independent or non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), and other voluntary non-profit
establishments whose primary function has been to protect the interests and
rights of the citizens, especially the downtrodden and those in distress, as
opposed to their bourgeois counterparts by providing social and economic
services. In Nigeria for example, with her diverse ethnic and rellqious
differences, civil society organizations have helped in promoting unity,
humanitarian services, paved way for new employment opportunities and
have continued to establish new methods and strategies towards societal
development. This work will use the activities of CIDJAP,a Nigerian and
religious civil society group as a case study, by highlighting their modus
operandi and milestone in economic management. Not minding the
ambiguity in the conceptual outlook, we chose liberalism as theoretical
framework. At its revival in the 1980s, civil society organizations were
associated with empowerment, democratization and participation and for
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Africa, it has remained the same struggle, with the hope that social groups,
viewpoints and institutions that were either previously excluded from policy
making processes, or enjoyed limited spaces to influence the activities of the
public domain, would gain voice, legality, strength and autonomy from the
repressive grip of the state.
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Introduction
Civil Societies could be described in various contexts based on their

nature, and origin. However, a more acceptable description by World Bank,
as developed by a number of leading research centres notes that "the term
civil society to refer to the wide array of non-governmental and not-for-profit
organizations that have a presence in public life, expressing the interests and
values of their members or others, based on ethical, cultural, political,
scientific, religious or philanthropic considerations. Civil Society Organizations
(CSOs)therefore refer to a wide array of organizations: community groups,
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), labor unions, indigenous groups,
charitable organizations, faith-based organizations, professional associations,
and foundations". In other words, they are citizen-oriented. According to
Augustine Ikelegbe, "Civil society has been a central force in political and
economic reforms. The activities and even proliferation of civil groups have
been seen by several authors as vital to the democratization project and its
sustenance." (2001,1)

As an independent organization, they are not completely negligent of
governmental activities. Some of their activities could be carried out to
complement those of government, especially in countries or areas where the
government's operations are weak, for example, in post-conflict regions.
They tend to matters which are insufficiently addressed by the government.
Civil societies protect the social, economic and political interests of the
people by indulging in matters that counter the selfish endeavors of those in
authority. "It functions to check the excessesof government and its officials
in power, human rights violations and monitoring of the application of
constitutional provisions." (Nicholas N. Igwe: 18).

Civil societies play an important role in service delivery on socio-
economic fields, implementation of developmental programs, and other
societal shortcomings. Their influence in shaping global public policy remains
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Civil Society: A Historical Overview.
The meaning of civil society has evolved considerably since its
use in the context of the 18th century European
Enlightenment. Then it signified the realm of private interests,
in practice the realm of the bourgeoisie, distinct from the
state. While one current of thought retains that meaning its
implications, others view civil society rather as the
emancipator activity of social forces distinct from both state
and capital (Robert Cox: 3).

Antonio Gramsci's thought embraced both meanings. To him, "civil
society was the ground that sustained the hegemony of the bourgeoisie but
also that on which an emancipatory counter hegemony could be
constructed" (Cox: 3)

Micheal Edwards, reviewing Antonio Gramsci's thought, noted that
"Gramsci did not consider civil society as coterminous with the socio-
economic base of the state. Rather, he located civil society in the political
superstructure... He underlined the crucial role of civil society as the
contributor of the cultural and ideological capital required for the survival of
the hegemony of capitalism." (10). In other words, Gramsci viewed civil
society as the site for problem-solving.

Through historical times, the concept of civil society has been
perceived in two ways, different from its original form. The first change was
after the French Revolution, while the second was during the fall of
communism in Europe. From a general perspective, civil society has been
described as a political set up that governs social conflict by imposing rules
that prevent citizens from destroying one another.

During the classical period, the concept was seen as no different from
a state. It was used as a synonym for good society. The classical period places
importance on the political discourse about the idea of a 'good Society' in
ensuring peace and order among the people. There was no distinction
between the state and the society. Classical scholars held that the state
represented the civil form of society, in which 'civility' itself represented the
requirement of good citizenship. They believe that as rational human beings,
the people have the capacity to shape the nature of the society they belong
to. By so doing, volunteer for a common causeof sustenance and maintaining
peace in the society.
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Both scholars consider civil society as a community that maintained
civil life, the realm where natural laws could produce civic virtues and rights.
They established a system where peaceful coexistence among human beings
could be ensured through social pacts or contracts. In contrast to the divine
right (of the crown), Hobbes and Locke claim that human beings can design
their own political order. This idea greatly influenced the Enlightenment
thinkers, who argued that as rational human beings, people can actuatly
shape their destiny. Hence, no need to submit to an absolute authority.

In contemporary society, civil societies playa major role in addressing
issues that concern the masses.They are mostly independent of government
activities and connections; therefore, they make issues that concern their
personal life their priority, by joining hands to fight for their rights and for the
indigent ones amongst them. On the other hand, they tend to care more for
the poor and downtrodden; thus, their groups are out to attend to the plight
of those in need.

Civil Society and Economic Management
To make sense of government policy, the appreciation of economics is

essential. Economics could simply be described as the study of how resources
are being managed, especially the supply and consumption of goods and
services. The enormous change in global economy has led a lot of nations in
seeking for alternative ideas to manage and sustain their countries economy.
Alfred Marshal in his book Principles of Economics describes economics as the
"study of man in the ordinary business of life. It enquires how he gets his
income and how he uses it. Thus, it is on the one side, the study of wealth
and on the other and more important side, a part of the study of man" (1-2)
There are definitely many approaches to the definition of economics, but for
the benefit and clarity of this paper, the financial, social and political aspect
will be addressed. Therefore, how a country's resources are utilized is of
utmost importance for the economic growth of any nation. The public itself
do not have to leave everything in the hands of the government, especially
here in Nigeria and most of Africa where the government itself has proven to
be ineffective in most fields affecting the social life and condition of the
populace. This is where the services of the civil societies come in handy. They
provide for the people in those areas where the services of the government
have proven inadequate. Consequently, the economy is expanded and there
is a higher chance for development and improved lifestyle of the people.
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A world mapof GDP growth (annualized),from 1990 to 2007.
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A Map of world economies by size of GDP (nominal) in $US, CIA World Factbook,
2011.

From a closer assessment of the maps, it could be seen that Africa
generally is still lagging behind in economic development, but with the
advent of some these non-profit and volunteer groups, there is hope for a
better society with a hopeful increase in its gross domestic product.

Civil society organizations therefore provide a lot of economic
benefits such as, provision of employment opportunity for the masses,
especially the youths who are prone to indulge in indecent sources of
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violent demonstration, the effect of the drastic and repressive changes could
not be denied. J. Galtung notes that, "the effects of structural violence -
unjust, repressive, or oppressive political and economic structures that result
from policies of nation, states or bureaucrats which involve the denial of
equity that can be averted, and engender inequality, hunger, starvation,
diseases, lack of education and freedom of expression and assembly (167-91)
- were prevalent in the state. Galtung states that, it was within this context
that the Catholic Institute for Development, Justice and Peace - CIDJAP, was
established by the Catholic Diocese of Enugu in 1986, to embark on a struggle
for peace, development, exploitation through injustice and denial of human
rights without physical or direct violence.

The Catholic Institute for Development Justice and Peace is one civic
organization that has distinguished itself in various ways through its most
thoughtful and inspiring humanitarian services. This organization was
established out of genuine thought and concern for the indigent in the
society. As the name implies, it is a religious institute, but their aim is not
limited to religious group alone, but to-all who are in need. Located in Enugu
Nigeria, CIDJAP has immensely touched the life of the citizens so much so
that it has become no just a means of improving the basic needs of the
people, but also enhancing their economic life. Thus, it has become a very
effective vehicle for the spreading of the gospel.

CIDJAP was founded in the year 1986, as a non-governmental
organization by Monsignor Obiora Ike, with the aim to empower people,
promote integral development, challenge structures of injustice, create hope
for the people and work for peaceful coexistence.

Inspired by the scriptural teachings of the church, CIDJAPvisualizes a
world in which: 'the good things of creation are, developed and shared by all;
the right and dignity of person are respected, discrimination ended and all
people are gathered into a single human family from which no one is
excluded; the voice of the poor is heard and lives no longer dominated by
greed.'
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Assessment Review on the Activities of CIDJAP
Since its inception, CIDJAP had remained steadfast in their respect

and response to human rights in the society. More than that, the
organization has established so many training and hospitality centres to
improve the living standard of the people. Some of the organs established by
CIDJAP include the following:
Vocational and Technical Training Centre - with the name "0luaka Dimma
Vocational and Technical Training Centre," at Coal Camp Enugu, this centr:f
trains youths, both young men and women, to acquire technical skills such as
automobile mechanic, automobile electrical engineering, welding, iron works,
painting, bead making, computer training, Christian ethics and moral studies.
This project was founded in 1998 and had from the time impacted positively
on the society, as its activities had led to policy shift by the state government
towards skills acquisition for youth empowerment, reduction on
unemployment rate, access to training, poverty reduction, self-reliant
businesses and wealth creation. Currently, there are about 250 students
running different programs with a minimum of 18 months training and later,
industrial attachment.

Prisoners Welfare - According to CIDJAP annual report 2012, the
department in charge of prisoner's welfare visited the prisons up to 80 times,
providing medical services, toiletries, food, water and other services as the
case may be. They also provide legal assistance to prisoners who have been
condemned to death, with no hope of release, by intervening on their behalf
and possibly giving them a new light and second chance to life.
Caritas - the major objective of the caritas department is to take care of the
less privileged in the society by providing healthcare services, paying hospital
bills, financial grants as well as emergency relief supplies of food, medicine
and clothing.

Prolife Child Rights and Orphanages - according to 2007 annual report
on CIDJAP, fifteen newborn motherless children were admitted at the
Guardian Angels Motherless Babies (GAMB) Home, Emene Enugu. While the
Holy Child Motherless Babies Home located at Holy Ghost Cathedral houses
80 children. In the year 2012, GAMB had about 55 children, with 78 at Holy
Child, totaling to 133 children. The Orphanages hold counseling sessions for
teenage pregnant girls; medications are provided for the children by a team
of medical experts from Nigeria and abroad. Primary and Nursery education
are availed to the children.
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globalized demand a collective effort. In Africa most nations where there are
. unimaginable deprivations, Civil Societies have a responsibility to intervene
and fill the continually expending gap, between the segments of the polity.
Due to their independent and non-governmental basis, they are seen by
some government officials as anti-government. Some have been accused of
debasing governmental authority, therefore, devaluing the essence of
democracy. Rather on the contrary, they preach what a democratic
government should all be about. They provide a situation whereby the
interest and voices of the masses should be propelled to improve their total
well being. As NGOs, they reach out to those in the rural community with the
aim of bettering their lives. They protect the interest of the people by making
them aware of their human rights and to have the courage to address them.
They in so many ways improve the economy of the country by providing
employment opportunities through these organizations. For example, CIDJAP
in Enugu State, Nigeria has provided a lot of people with employment'
opportunities through its various establishments.

As a religious civil society, CIDJAPhas,touched the lives of many both
physically, spiritually, psychologically and otherwise. One of its major
objectives and in which it has continued to achieve productive results, is the
search for continuous peace and justice. B. Ghali states that "The most
desir-able and efficient employment of diplomacy is to ease tensions before
they result into conflict, or, if conflict breaks out, to act swiftly to contain it
and resolve its underlying causes., preventive diplomacy is to avoid crisis,
post conflict peace-building is to prevent a recurrence" (www.un.org).
Therefore, the economy of any state is under continuous exploit for the mere
fact that we are social beings. And in our social life, we consult the economic
reserve, thereby, playa major role in determining its stability and growth. As
a civil group, Civil Societies know better than to abuse the economic
resources available to them, instead, they transform these resources (human,
natural and economic) into effective use for the benefit and better service to
humanity. These attributes, we think, CIDJAPhas enhanced thereby leaving
up to the basic issues of empowerment, democratization and participation of
the citizens in the affairs concerning them.
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